As Amended October 11, 2006
Bylaws

Of the

NYS GIS ASSOCIATION, Inc.

Article I
Name
The name of this organization shall be the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION, Inc.

Article II
Mission

The mission of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION is to assist, educate, coordinate and guide the implementation, development and maintenance of geographic information systems technology in the New York State.
Article III
Purpose
The NYS GIS ASSOCIATION is established to support development of the GIS profession throughout the state of New York.  The Association will contribute to continuing education and professional development opportunities for students and those working in the geospatial industry.  The Association will foster a spirit of cooperation among local, state and federal agencies, educational institutions and the private sector in addressing priority geospatial issues.
The Association’s primary goals and objectives are to:

· Support development of the GIS profession throughout the state of New York.
· Assist, educate, and contribute towards the implementation and development of GIS in the state of New York.
· Foster a spirit of cooperation among local, state and federal agencies, educational institutions and the private sector in addressing priority GIS issues and data development initiatives for New York.

· Contribute towards hosting regular meetings, conferences and technical workshops for the exchange of information and to exhibit products and services.

· Educate the general public about the nature of, and benefits from, geographic information and related technologies, including but not limited to geographic and land information systems, the internet, and global positioning technologies.

· Publish documents, produce educational materials, and promote education pertaining to geographic information and related technologies.

Article IV
Membership

Section 1

Membership in the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION is open to those individuals whose interests, background, or experience compatible with  the purposes of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION  as stated in Article III.

Section 2
Registration for membership is outlined and made available at the  Association’s website.

Article V
Board of Directors
Section 1

There shall be a Board of Directors.  The incorporating directors will appoint the initial Board of Directors.  The Board shall consist of seven members of whom four will be officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer).  The Officers  shall perform  the duties prescribed by these Bylaws and abide by the parliamentary authority of the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order or any other parliamentary authority adopted by the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION.   All Board members will serve two year terms EXCEPT for the first year immediately following the First Annual Meeting during which THREE (3) Board members will serve only one year. (This is intended to ensure continuity within the Board and that all Board member terms do not expire in the same year).  Beginning with the Second Annual Meeting of the Association, all newly elected Board members will serve a two year term.
Section 2

Board members shall be elected by ballot beginning at the second Annual Meeting of the Association and their elected  terms shall begin at the close of the Annual Meeting.  Board members are eligible to  serve consecutive terms. Only members registered at the Association’s website are eligible to vote in Association elections.  To participate in the elections, members must be registered at least 30-days prior to the start of the Annual Conference.  Proxy voting will be permitted.  At the close of the first Annual Meeting, the newly appointed Board members will convene to elect the four Officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.    The election and confirmation of Officers  shall occur, as required, at the Association’s Annual Conference.   Any Board Member is eligible to become an Officer.  No Board Member shall hold more than one office at a time.

Section 3

Should a Board Member become unable to complete his or her respective two year term, a new Board Member shall be appointed by the Board and serve out the remainder of the original two year term. Should the Board Member unable to complete his or her respective two year term be an Officer as well, the Board of Directors shall elect another existing Board Member to complete the Officer term vacated.  This special election shall be called as soon as practical, but no more than 60 days, after such term of office becomes prematurely vacant.

Section 4

A Nominating Committee of not less than three members of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION shall be appointed by the Board.  One member of the Nominating Committee shall be the Vice-President.  The Nominating Committee shall nominate at least one candidate for each Board Member vacancy, and shall conduct the annual election of new Board Members in accordance with the standing rules established by the Board.  All persons nominated shall be members in good standing of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION.

Section 5

The Board shall establish standing rules governing the nomination and election process in order to insure a fair and equitable election of Board Members.  Election shall be determined by a simple majority of the votes cast. 
Section 6

Any Board Member elected or appointed by the board may be removed by a majority of a quorum of the Board with or without cause. In the event of the death, disability, resignation or removal of an officer, the Board shall elect or appoint a successor to fill the unexpired term. 
Section 7

Between regularly scheduled meetings of the Board, urgent business may be conducted by a majority vote of the Board by responding to either an electronic or a U.S. Postal Service offering.  There shall be no less than two (2) calendar weeks between the initial posting and the deadline for ballots to be received.  There shall be an attempt to foster discussion by listing this on email or electronic discussion group at the time of the initial posting.  Results of the electronic or postal voting will be made available to the Board as soon as practical, but in no event more than 15-days, after the voting.
Article VI
Duties of Board of Directors
Section 1
President

The President shall:

1. Provide guidance and coordination of committee activities.

2. Preside at meetings of the Board and of the membership.

3. Appoint all the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION (ad hoc and standing) Committees, including designating their chairpersons, unless otherwise provided for in these bylaws.

4. Call meetings of the Board.

5. Carry out any other duties as assigned by the Board.

Section 2
Vice-President

The Vice-President shall:

6. Take office of the President at the conclusion of the President’s term.
7. Assist the President in the guidance and coordination of committee activities.

8. Assist the President in the development and implementation of activities associated with the goals and priorities of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION.

9. Carry out other duties as assigned by the President or the Board.

10. In the absence of, or in the event of incapacity of, the President, the Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President.

Section 3
Secretary

The Secretary shall:

11. Maintain a current roster of members of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION.

12. Coordinate member and Board meetings, and prepare and report minutes.

13. Carry out any other duties as assigned by the President or the Board.

14. Notify membership of elections, nominations, and amendments to by-laws at annual meetings.

Section 4
Treasurer

The Treasurer shall:

15. Receive and disburse funds.

16. Provide the budgeting necessary and maintain accounts that shall be open to review and approval by the Board.

17. Prepare financial reports as necessary including at least one annual financial report available to the membership.

18. Carry out any other duties as assigned by the President or the Board.

Section 5
Other Duties and Responsibilities
The Officers shall perform other duties as required by these Bylaws or as deemed customary to their office.

The Board of Directors shall attend all Board meetings.  Missing two consecutive meetings without prior written notification to the President shall automatically call for a vote requiring a vote of removal as set forth under Article V, Section 6.
Article VII
Meetings
Section 1

An Annual Meeting of the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION will be held each calendar year in conjunction with the New York State Annual GIS Conference.   The fiscal year will begin January 1st and end December 31. 

Section 2
The Board will call for regular or special meetings.  No other business but that specified in the written (and/or electronic email) notice may be transacted at a special meeting without the unanimous consent of all present at such meeting.
Section 3

Quorums. At all meetings of the Association, 10% of eligible voting membership shall constitute a quorum. If a quorum cannot be obtained, the subject matter shall be added to the agenda of the next General, Annual, or Special meeting.
Article VIII
Books and Records
Business and financial documentation of the ASSOCIATION will be maintained by the current elected ASSOCIATION Secretary and Treasurer.  Specific requests for the review of these materials will be made in writing (electronic) to the current ASSOCIATION President and Secretary.    An annual ASSOCIATION financial ledger will be made available at each Annual Conference.
Article IX
Committees
 The following shall be considered standing committees:

· Education
· Marketing

· Regional Coordination

· Program & Legislative
· Business Development

Other special ad-hoc committees shall be appointed by the President, as necessary.

All members of the Board are expected to either hold an office or chair/actively participate in at least one of the Standing Committees.  Board members who are not Officers  shall be required to chair one or more of the Standing Committees.
Article X
Parliamentary Authority
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION in all cases to which they are applicable except where they are inconsistent with these Bylaws and any special rule of order the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION or the Board may adopt.

Article XI
Amendment of Bylaws
A proposed amendment to these Bylaws may, after discussion at the NYS GIS ASSOCIATION Annual Conference meeting, be adopted by a 2/3 quorum vote of the ASSOCIATION members present at the meeting and in good standing and when written notice of the proposed Bylaw amendment has been given to all members at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting at which action is scheduled.  All such notices will be done electronically via email.
